
WORKSHEET 3
EASTER RISING & BATTLE OF THE SOMME: 
NEWSPAPER EXERCISE

Travel back to 1916 and become a local newspaper journalist who has been asked to write an article for a local newspaper 
reporting on either the Easter Rising or the Battle of the Somme.  It is important to consider the national reaction to these 
specific events, however you should also focus on including a local response.  Information within the Easter Rising and the 
Battle of the Somme focus stories will help you with this exercise.  

Please study the two images on the following pages.  The first image shows a newspaper report on the Easter Rising and 
the second an example of newspaper coverage of the Battle of the Somme. Both images were taken from the Ballymena 
Weekly Telegraph editions during 1916. 

The bullet points below will also help you plan your article.

Your newspaper article should include:

• A newspaper title based on your local area

• A bold headline

• An opening paragraph that summarises the events

• Key facts e.g. locations, groups involved, prominent individuals and dates

• Interviews and quotes by locals giving their reaction to the Easter Rising and the Battle of the Somme 

• Iconic images 

QUICK QUESTION! 

1) Printed media played a powerful role in shaping public understanding of the events that unfolded in 1916.  What piece 
 of emergency legislation was passed when war broke out, which empowered the Government to monitor and censor all 
 communications throughout the war, and how did this impact local newspapers?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Newspaper report on the 1916 Easter Rising taken from the Ballymena Weekly Telegraph. 



Newspaper report on the Battle of the Somme , July 1916.  
Source :  Ballymena Weekly Telegraph.


