
WORKSHEET 2
RECRUITMENT: NEWSPAPER SOURCE EXERCISE

Using a number of articles on the subject of recruitment taken from local newspapers published in 1914, this exercise 
encourages you to study the primary sources below and answer the following questions associated with each source. 

1)  According to the article, how many nationalists were enlisting 
 for the war effort compared to unionists?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

2) What was Lady Londonderry’s proposal for the Voluntary Aid 
 Detachments?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

3)  A statement is made regarding the number of recruits from 
 Ulster. How many men does the author believe should enlist 
 from Ulster? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4) Now that you have read the newspaper article and answered a series of questions.  Is this article wrote from a unionist 
 or nationalist opinion? Circle below. 
 
 
 UNIONIST OPINION       OR       NATIONALIST OPINION

Derry Journal, 18 September 1914 
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5) What does the author of the article suggest nationalist 
 newspapers were publishing regarding the Ulster division?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6) How many men from Ireland had enlisted by October 1914?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

7) When compared to the levels recruitment in Scotland, England 
 and Wales, how would you describe the level of recruitment in 
 Ireland? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

8) How many infantry battalions had been raised by recruits from 
 Ulster?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
 
9) Now that you have read the newspaper article and answered 
 a series of questions.  Is this article written from a unionist or 
 nationalist opinion? Circle below.

 
        UNIONIST OPINION       OR       NATIONALIST OPINION
Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph, 3 October 1914
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10)  The previous two newspaper articles are clearly swayed by political opinions.  The photograph on the left, was 
 published in the Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph in mid-August 1914. The photograph shows reservists leaving 
 Ballycastle.   What is interesting about these reservists and what does this show? Why does the photograph highlight 
 that this group of men are from different backgrounds?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GROUP DISCUSSION!
Now that you have studied the primary sources, in groups discuss your answers with your classmates but also consider why 
recruitment was such a controversial 
issue in Ireland during the 1914-1916 
period.

Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph, 15 August 1914


